HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
2107 Three Oaks Rd, Cary, IL
April 17 & 18, 2021
Observing the Third Sunday of Easter
Inspired by Christ • Serving under Christ • Growing in Christ • Sharing Christ
Order of Service from Setting I, page 151 in the Lutheran Service Book
Summary of our Scripture Readings Today:
The Preaching of Repentance and Forgiveness of Sins Makes Us Pure
The risen Lord Jesus taught His disciples “that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead”
and “that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations” (Luke 24:46–47).
Therefore, St. Peter preaches repentance and forgiveness to the people of Jerusalem. As he proclaims that Jesus
fulfilled all that “God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets” (Acts 3:18), he also convicts the people of their sin,
because they “delivered over and denied” this Lord Jesus and “killed the Author of life.” Yet God “glorified His
servant Jesus” and raised Him from the dead (Acts 3:13–15). St. Peter calls the people to repent, so that their
“sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19–20).
Through this forgiveness of sins and by faith in this forgiveness, the Father shows His love for us in order that “we
should be called children of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1). Thus, we hope in Him and are made pure even “as
He is pure,” because “He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:3, 5).
OPENING HYMN

“Christ has Arisen, Alleluia”

Christ has arisen, alleluia, Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia.
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom.
Refrain:
Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy;
Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!
For three long days the grave did its worst Until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo; And it its conquest His might did show. Refrain
The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tom is all bare; Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain
“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain
Christ has arisen; He sets us free; Alleluia, to Him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain
Matthew 28:5-7; 1 Corinthians 15:55-57

Please stand
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matt 28:19
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 Jn 1:8-9
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jn 1:12; Phil. 1:6
C: Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. I will extol you, O Lord,
for you have drawn me up and have not let my foes rejoice over me. O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me. O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from
among those who go down to the pit. Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy
name. For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but
joy comes with the morning. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore. Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b
KYRIE Mark 10:47
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
♫ Amen.

CANTICLE Rev. 5:12-13; 19:5-9
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation.
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful
people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please be seated
FIRST READING: Acts 3:11–21
While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the
portico called Solomon’s, astounded. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.
But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his
name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the
man this perfect health in the presence of you all. “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as
did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he
thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven
must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets long ago.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE LESSON: 1 John 3:1–7
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.
The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now,
and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because
we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. Everyone who
makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared to take
away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on
sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand
THE ALLELUIA
C: ♫ Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.
C: ♫ Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 24:36–49
As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”
But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me,
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before
them. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and
on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: ♫ Praise to you, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen!
Please be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace!
My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad, The honors of Thy name.

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease;
'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 'Tis life and health and peace.
He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin; He sets the pris'ner free.
His blood can make the foulest clean; His blood avails for me.
Look unto Him, ye nations; own Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone, Be justified by grace.
See all your sins on Jesus laid; The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off'ring made For ev'ry soul of man.
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To God all glory, praise, and love Be now and ever giv'n
By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav'n.
Psalm 96:1-3; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Revelation 5:11-13; Ephesians 2:8-9

SERMON: “IT’S STILL ALL ABOUT JESUS!” The promised Holy Spirit is at work in the Holy Scriptures still,
opening our minds and hearts to understand, believe and trust Christ.” TEXT: Luke 24:36–49
Please stand
Your offering may be placed in the collection plate in the Narthex as you depart the church.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The Lord be with you.
♫ And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
♫ We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should in all times and all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of
the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdelene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses to the resurrection, with angels
and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matt. 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might; heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Jn. 20:19
C: ♫ Amen.
AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Please be seated
DISTRIBUTION
Distribution today is by station communion. Ushers will invite people to the front by family or individual. Pastor will
drop the wafer into your cupped hands and you may take the individual cup yourself and dispose of it into the
basket provided.
“Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go”

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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Forth in the peace of Christ we go; Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, Christ in our hearts, the world's true king.
King of our hearts, Christ makes us kings; Kingship with him his servants gain;
With Christ, the Servant-Lord of all, Christ's world we serve to share Christ's reign.
Priests of the world, Christ sends us forth, This world of time to consecrate,
This world of sin by grace to heal, Christ's world in Christ to recreate.
Christ's are our lips, his word we speak; Prophets are we whose deeds proclaim
Christ's truth in love that we may be Christ in the world, to spread Christ's name.
We are the Church; Christ bids us show That in his Church all nations find
Their hearth and home where Christ restores True peace, true love, to all mankind.
1 Peter 2:9; Colossians 3:16-17; Revelation 5:10; Revelation 20:6

Please stand
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Thank the Lord”

Ps. 105:1-3; 1 Chron. 16:8-10

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament,
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
6

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.
Luke 8:39; Colossians 3:17; Numbers 6:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16

CHRIST IS RISEN
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