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“Once in Royal David's City”

Hymn

LSB 376 vs. 1, 2, 4

Welcome
Invocation
P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who
made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The
Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above
all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB 357 vs. 1, 5

Second Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of
the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For
to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Hymn

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

LSB 366 vs. 1, 3

Third Reading: Micah 5:2-4
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore

he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in
the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth.
Hymn

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

LSB 380

Fourth Reading: Luke 1:26-33
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Hymn

"Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"

LSB 359 vs. 1, 2

Fifth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son.
And he called his name Jesus.
Hymn

"Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"

LSB 359 vs. 3, 4

Sixth Reading: Luke 2:8-40
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And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them. 21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the time came for their purification
according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had
2

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen
your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband
seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem. 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And
the favor of God was upon him.
Hymn

“What Child is This?”

LSB 370

Sermon: “With Simeon We Rejoice and Believe” Text: Luke 2:22- 40
Hymn

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

LSB 374 vs. 1, 2, 3

Seventh Reading: Colossians 3:12-17
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness
in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Confession and Absolution
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our Help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Prayers
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Agnus Dei
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
Grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Distribution
Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C: and His mercy endureth forever.
Closing Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
Closing Hymn

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

LSB 388

 GLORY TO THE NEWBORN KING 
There will be one service on Sunday, January 2 at 9:30 AM in the sanctuary – "A Service for the New Year"
with communion.
Please note - there will be no worship service on Saturday, January 1.
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